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ABSTRACT

The development of distance learning provides a flexible learning mode.
Cooperating with computer network, Asynchronous Learning Network (ALN) provides
a new learning mode in which user can study anytime and in anyplace. Collaborative
learning not only has theoretical evidences of psychology and pedagogy, but is also
carried out effectively in traditional classrooms. Experts also claim that the
combination of collaborative and ALN has positive effects. According to the literature
review, task type and difficulty have significant influences on the motives, attitudes, and
effects of group activities. However, this aspect still lacks substantial research. So
this research takes task type and difficulty as independent variables, and probes their
influences on the effect and satisfaction of collaborative learning on ALN and compares
if there is difference between two different educational systems.

The results show that the task difficulty has significant influence on the learning
efficiency(Hlc) for both schools and the attitude toward network media also plays a
intervening effect on learning efficiency with a positive attitude having a better learning
efficiency and satisfaction. (H5a) Though the attitude toward computer usage has only
impact the learners' satisfaction(H3b), we can infer that people having positive attitude
toward computer usage tend to be more satisfied with learning process and have better
practiced skills and achievements.

Key words: Asynchronous Learning Network (ALN), Collaborative Learning, Task Type, Task
Difficulty, Learning Effect, Learning Satisfaction
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