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Research Subjects Analysis of Software

Project Management

Hsin-Hui Lin
Department of Information Management, National Sun Yat-sen University
Ming-Shang Huang
Department of Information Management, National Pingtung University of Science
and Technology
- Wen-Liang Wang
Kaohsiung Chung Cheng Industrial Vocational High School

ABSTRACT

Recently, software project management has become an important research area. In
order to investigate major research subjects and future trend of this promising area, this
paper proposes a three-dimensional research framework that includes management subject,
project management activity and software development model. Based on this framework,
290 papers collected from software project management related journals from 1982 to 2001
were analyzed. Our results show that management subject emphasizes on human resource
management, quality management and cost management. Project management activity
emphasizes on project monitor and control, outsourcing, and project termination. Software
development model emphasizes equally on life-cycle model and process model. The most
frequently used research methods are conceptual modeling, survey research and case
study. In addition, references of each research subject are systematically classified for the
convenience of future researchers.

IKeywords: Software Project Management, Research Subjects, Research Methods
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