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Using Application Virtualization Technology to

Manage Enterprises’ Software Licenses
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Abstract

As almost every enterprise uses the computers in its daily operations today, how to
economically manage the lot of software in the computers without violating the license
agreements has become an important issue for each enterprise’s MIS department. This issue
becomes obvious due to the fact that, the usage time of some application software is not as
long as operating systems, so it is unreasonable to pay the full license fee for the users who just
occasionally use these application software. Though the adoption of the open source software
can reduce this kind of enterprise operation cost, few enterprises use the free software in
large scale for the issues of software compatibility and the possible high training cost of new
software. To solve this problem, this paper proposes to use the new application virtualization
technology to manage the enterprise’s software license. With our proposed system, the single-
user licensed software can be used by a group of network users, all of these usages are centrally
controlled by the MIS department. The advantage is that the enterprise can purchase the more
accurate number of software licenses than before, thus reducing the software cost legally. In this
paper, we not only describe the design of the prototype system, but also discuss its performance

and compare it with related work.

Key words : software license management, application virtualization, dynamic resources

management, enterprise operation cost
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